
7/3017 
 

Minutes of ARB Meetings 

An ARB meeting was held on July 30,2017 at 1pm. Present were Rosetta 

Bowsky, Bobbie Spotora and, Ramona Vazquez.  Honorary members Jan 

Ward and Laurene Ziegler were absent. 

 Reva Berger, BOD president, had requested that we revisit the 

guidelines and update items in the areas of Garbage, Pets, Irrigation and 

Mailboxes.  In addition, we should revisit any other items that need 

updating.  

Discussion: 

Eight topics and their discussions are listed below.  We agreed to try to 

keep integrity and simplicity throughout the guidelines. 

Home Owners Association responsibility.  We clarified the HOA versus 

homeowner responsibility as follows: “HOA maintains responsibility for 

tree, landscape and grass mowing in the common area, including the 

area between the curb and sidewalk.”   

Concerns were raised about the mailboxes being part of common area.  

It was pointed out that this topic specifically identifies the three areas 

that are covered in the common area. (Although this statement conflicts 

with the existing docs, section 901b, it had been accepted as past 

practices.) 

Exterior Lighting.  Added sentence to recognize advancing technology. 

“Exterior motion sensor lighting is permitted. 

Groundcover.  To clarify mailbox issues, added natural organic 

groundcover is permitted … “around mailbox posts.” 

Concerns were raised that groundcover should not include gravel.  Our 

guidelines specifically state that gravel is not to be used as groundcover.  



2 

Hurricane Protection. For clarification, added “permanent and 

temporary” hurricane protection may be installed…   

Concerns were raised about hurricane protection on front doors where 

homeowners are gone for lengthy periods.  The known hurricane 

protection on the door in question matches the color palette of the 

home. 

Irrigation.  As a result of questions from new homeowners, we added: 

“The irrigation system is regulated based on house number …. Sprinkler 

hours are maintained by the maintenance contractor.”  

Mailboxes.  Clarified routine maintenance by including the work 

“cleaning”.  Added a definitive statement, “Mailboxes and posts will be 

replaced by the HOA, as necessary.”   

Concerns were raised about the house numbers on mailboxes.  It is 

safety requirement that house numbers are easily visible in case of 

emergency but not the need for two house numbers.  We did not include 

reference to house number on mailboxes. 

NEW TOPICS ADDED - NOT CURRENT GUIDELINES: 

Pets. Common domesticated household pets (dogs and cats) must be 
kept on a hand-held leash or in a carrier when outside the dwelling.  No 
pets are allowed to freely roan the community. The homeowner is 
responsible for immediate removal of waste material from their pets.   
 
Concerns were raised regarding the size of dogs and breed permitted.  It 
pointed out that the existing and potential revised docs extensively 
identify breed of dogs not allowed in Cross Creek. 

Refuse/Garbage and Recycle:  Refuse and garbage shall be placed in 
capped containers and stored in a manner inaccessible to animals.  
Garbage containers shall be kept in a clean, sanitary condition and stored 
on the inside or behind screened landscaping so it is not visible from the 
streets or from the neighboring lots.  Refuse and recycle containers may 
not be placed at the curbside before 6 PM the night prior to pick-up and 
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are to be removed from the curbside as soon as possible, but not later 
than 9 PM on the day of pick-up.  

 Garbage pickup days are Tuesday and Friday early mornings. 

 Recycle pickup day is Wednesday early morning.  

Concerns were raised about the number of garbage pickup days.  In Cross 
Creek, there are many 1 to 2 people households and few family households. 
Is there really a need for more than a single garbage pickup?  How often do 
residents have garbage that needs to be picked up on both days?  Can any 
minimal savings be realized by changing from two pickups to a single 
pickup?  If it is economical feasible, we request this issue be presented to 
the residence in form of a survey.   Rosetta will submit this issue to M&A for 
inclusion on the agenda at next BOD meeting.  
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